
Short programmes  
Our affiliate in Italy offers a range of short programmes 
which can be tailored to your needs. Since no schools in New 
Zealand currently teach Italian language, interest in these pro-
grammes is often limited. If you let us know what you would 
like, we can investigate what can be done for you. 
 
Longer exchanges 
All longer exchanges require some knowledge of Italian be-
fore you leave. As soon as you are serious about going, you 
should start learning. We recommend that you engage a na-
tive speaker for one-on-one lessons at least once per week 
until you leave. You should also be studying independently or 
in a class or both. Some schools offer after-school or evening 
classes. Check your local Italian organisations and native 
speakers for information. 
 
Students who have studied a language before, especially 
French or Spanish will have less difficulty in picking up Ital-
ian than would a first-time language learner.  
 
English is spoken in many parts of Italy by a range of people 
so that it is not difficult to get by. On the other hand, without 
a serious study of the language, there is much you will miss. 
Italy has a very rich culture and this is reflected in the lan-
guage. 
 
Orientation 
We give all students an orientation before they leave and in 
Italy there is a five day orientation held for exchange students 
from many countries. It is held in the district north of Torino 
and includes some  language instruction. From here, you are 
transferred to your host family and to your host school. 
 
Placements 
These are made before you leave and if you have applied at 
the correct time you should be in contact with your host  

family for at least a week before you leave. Some students are 
in contact for a month or more. Host families have to go 
through an interview and vetting process. Most placements are 
around Milano and Torino in the northwest  but we have also 
had recent placements in Umbria, Florence and Sardinia. Your 
personality and preferences are taken into account if at all pos-
sible, but the supply of generous and welcoming families is 
not bottomless and you must be prepared to adapt to the situa-
tion you are given. 
 
Successful placements depend as much upon you as upon the 
family you’re given. Some students stay with the same family 
for a whole year while others may have two or three families. 
 
Gap Year students 
You can go to Italy when you are 18 and can turn 19 while on 
exchange, but you must apply while still enrolled at school in 
NZ.  Italian students are generally a little older than NZ stu-
dents at the same stage of their schooling. As a gap year stu-
dent you can have a little more freedom than most other stu-
dents during the summer break in Italy but we need to be sure 
of your suitability. The basis of an exchange is that you be-
come part of a family and don’t just use the family home as a 
place to sleep while you’re having fun. 
 
Applications 
These begin with the simple form in the initial application 
brochure. It requires basic family and school details, a photo, 
the permission of your parents or guardians, a copy of your 
passport and $50 to convince us that you’re serious. It is fol-
lowed by a full application form in English. This takes most 
people quite a while to do. It is followed by an interview/chat 
at home with at least  one of your parents/guardians present 
and takes about two and a half hours. Most people who get to 
this stage are able to go. If the interview works well, we’ll be-
gin looking for a placement for you, booking flights, buying 
insurance and obtaining a visa. This whole process can take 
three months, so it is good to apply early. 

Italy  
 Programme Departure Return   Departure  Return  
 Price in Euros* Date Date   Date Date  

Short term visits Negotiable Negotiable Negotiable App. date negotiable  Negotiable Negotiable Negotiable 

Three months E2790 Go September 7. Flexible Apply by Feb 28  Jan 27. Flexible Apply by Aug 31 

Semester  E3810 Go September 7. Finish Jan 19. Apply by Feb 28  Jan 27. Finish June 15. Apply by Aug 31 

11months E4790 Go September 7. Finish June 15. Apply by Feb 28  Jan 27. Finish Nov 17. Apply by Aug 31 
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*Prices are current at 25May10. and subject to change without notice as contracts are renegotiated  and exchange rates fluctuate. 
**The programme price does not include the airfare  which is charged separately. 


